
a private broadcast celebration

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021
2021 ANNUAL EVENT

IMPACTING
- patients and families facing serious illness
- advocates for racial and vaccine equity
- health professionals and students
- hospital and provider ethics committees



We suggest that you get comfortable in front of your TV or laptop with your beverage and nosh nearby 
between 6:30 and 7:00 PM. Watch special video messages from the Center, review the donors and 

in-kind partners who are making tonight possible, buy your Silver Tickets to enter a spectacular getaway 
trip for two to TUBAC GOLF RESORT AND SPA in Tubac, Arizona, or buy tickets to
win a stunning, custom-designed jewelry piece by Robyn Nichols, and text-to-donate to our

Equity & Ethics Fund.

2

TONIGHT’S BROADCAST CELEBRATION

At 7:00 PM sharp, the main show of the private broadcast will begin with a greeting from Alan 
Edelman and Debbie Sosland-Edelman, Eva Karp and Sandra Stites. After a welcome from John G. 

Carney, President and CEO of the Center, and Julian Zugazagoitia, Director of the
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, we invite you to sit back and enjoy Faces of Humility, Dr. Barry Kerzin’s 

keynote, the artistry of Transformations, and the presentation of the Vision to Action Award to
Dr. Steven Stites on behalf of Kansas City’s healthcare community.

Learn more about exciting opportunities to win on page 4 of this program. Winners will be chosen, 
LIVE ON AIR, at the end of the private broadcast.

Silver Ticket Getaway to Tubac Golf Resort & Spa
Text “SILVER21” to 44-321

A custom-designed “Crossroads” brooch-pendant
Text “JEWELRY21” to 44-321

Equity & Ethics Fund
Text “ETHICS21” to 44-321

Thank you! We’re excited to welcome you to a night of stories, gratitude and enlightenment!

Welcome to the Center for Practical  Bioethics
2021 Annual Event.

We are thril led that you’ve joined us.
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A message from John and Eva

Having to cancel our 2020 Annual Dinner only weeks before the event last April because of 
COVID-19 was disappointing. But, looking back, that cancellation pales in comparison to the havoc and 
devastation wreaked by this historic tragedy.

Like many others, the Center pivoted but within a few months faced another decision. This new year, 
2021, would be our 29th year of bringing the region’s healthcare community together in the same 
room to explore ethics in health and healthcare and to celebrate our shared progress in the practical 
application of those principles and practices.

The decision to go virtual was easy enough. What was tough was figuring how to tell the story of the 
pandemic’s naked truths. How it had schooled us on the fragile nature of our societal convictions 
and preparedness. How it had utterly laid bare our failures to serve those most in need, while at the 
same time revealed astonishing individual sacrifices, disciplined professional conduct, and personal 
perseverance and integrity that go beyond resilience to heroism.

It was clear our story had to be about Humility, Health and Healing.

In humility, we seek to tame exuberance and focus on intimacy in human experience. In health, we 
recognize the physical, mental and spiritual dimensions of science and the healing arts and the hard 
work to reconcile them. In healing from this painful journey, we extract lessons about forgiveness, 
integrity and resilience.

Welcome to our 2021 Annual Event, our time together to reflect and learn, to grieve and celebrate, and 
to find our paths forward...together.

John G. Carney										          Eva Karp
President and CEO									         Chair of the Board



4

BE A CHANGE FOR OUR FUTURE
Before, during and after tonight’s event,  you 
can suppor t the work of the Center by texting

ETHICS21 to 44-321
Proceeds from this FUND, in par t,  will  allow 
frontline healthcare workers the oppor tunity 
to par ticipate in the March 12 workshop 
presented by tonight ’s  keynote speaker,
Dr. Barr y Kerzin.

						      The Four Diamond Tubac Golf and Spa Resort Getaway

						      Enjoy 4 nights in a luxury Casita Suite, 3 days of unlimited golf 	
						      for two, breakfast, $200 Resort Credit and create a lifetime of 	
						      memories at the golf and spa resort made famous by Kevin 		
						      Costner in the movie, “Tin Cup.” Designed in 1959 by		
						      renowned golf course architect Robert “Red” Lawrence, the 
original 18-hole course is widely considered to be the “Jewel of Southern Arizona golf courses.”

Travel must be booked by February 25, 2022, and you have until August 25, 2022 to complete travel. 
We will include a $400 Southwest Airlines Gift Card to cover your travel.

A $3,000 value and you only pay $75 to play!
This will sell out FAST. Buy your tickets today!

SILVER TICKET GETAWAY
Only $75 per ticket! Only 150 tickets will be sold!
Text SILVER21 to 44-321 on your smartphone now!

HERE’S HOW!
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Practical Bioethics

Center for Practical Bioethics

@pracbioethics

Tag your comments and photos about tonight’s private
broadcast celebration!

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Robyn Nichols’ elegant sterling silver jewelry and tableware are sold and 
collected internationally. Her work is included in the permanent collections of the 
Smithsonian Institution-Cooper Hewitt Musuem, the Contemporary Art Museum 
of Virginia Beach, the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, and the Hebrew Union 
College Jewish Institute of Religion Museum.

Crossroads Jewelry Drawing
This elegant, one-of-a-kind wearable artwork can be worn as a pendant 
through either of the three hoops on the back or as a brooch. Designed 

with the Center’s “Crossroads of Decision” tagline in mind,
this sterling silver jewelry is 1.5” x 1.5”.

Value is $800 | Only $25 per ticket or 5 tickets for $100

ONLY 250 TICKETS SOLD!
What are you waiting for?

TEXT JEWELRY21 to 44-321

“I designed this piece to depict the connections of life’s crossroads and the 
beauty of paths taken.”  - Artist Robyn Nichols
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The Center extends sincere appreciation to our
2021 Annual Event Honorary Co-Chairs
for their commitment to our mssion

- to raise and respond to ethical issues in health and healthcare-

and to our vision that ethical discourse and action advance the health
and dignity of all persons.

Debbie is the Executive Director of the Sosland Foundation, where 
she administers grants to social welfare, education, health-related, civic, 
cultural arts and Jewish organizations in the Kansas City area. She earned 
her doctoral degree in developmental and child psychology from the 
University of Kansas and her undergraduate degree from Smith College.

Alan is the former Director of Engagement and Leadership Development 
for the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City. He earned his 
Master’s Degree in Jewish Education from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, New York City. He also holds a Master’s Degree in Education 
Policy and Leadership from the University of Kansas. In addition to 
serving on the board of the Center for Practical Bioethics, Alan’s 
volunteer efforts focus on inter-faith and multi-cultural programming, 
including guest theologian for many churches, universities and seminaries.

Combined, Alan and Debbie serve or have served on more than 35 local, 
regional, national and international boards and committees. They are the 
proud parents of three children and two grandchildren.

Deborah Sosland-Edelman and Alan Edelman
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BARRY KERZIN, MD
Cultivating Resilience, Compassion and Mindfulness
Dr. Kerzin serves as the personal physician to the Dalai 
Lama and is the founder of the Altruism in Medicine
Institute. The mission of the Institute is to increase 
compassion and resilience among healthcare professionals 
and their patients and to address systemic issues of racism 
and equity.

Dr. Kerzin holds a deep commitment to the poor and those 
who live on the edges of life. He trained as a physician 
in the allopathic model of western medicine and believes 
altruism can and should be a primary driver in caring for 
both patient and self.

Dr. Kerzin holds Af filiate Professor positions at the University of Washington, Tacoma, 
and the University of Pittsburgh, and is a Visiting Professor at Central University of 
Tibetan Studies in Varanasi, India, an Adjunct Professor at the University of Hong 
Kong (HKU), an Honorary Professor at the Mongolian National University of Medical 
Science, and a former Assistant Professor of Medicine at the University of Washington. 
He is also a fellow at the Mind and Life Institute and consults for the Max Planck 
Institute in Leipzig on compassion training.

WORKSHOP WITH DR. KERZIN

Presented in loving memory of Joan Berkley
Friday, March 12, 2021
2:00 - 4:00 PM (CST)
This workshop will provide practical tools to 
help cope with the uniquely stressfull demands of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Designed to address the par ticular needs of frontline healthcare workers, the workshop, 
led by Dr. Barry Kerzin, will engage par ticipants in four elements of healing: Resilience, 
Compassion, Mindfulness and Meditation.

There is no cost to participate in this workshop thanks to generous underwriting provided by 
Ellen and Irv Hockaday, Dianne and John Carney, and anonymous donors.

Register here. For information, call 816-979-1357 or email cleyland@PracticalBioethics.org.

https://practicalbioethics.org/about-us/impact-stories.html#berkley
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qjRIf-3PSValP39Eg7z2bQ


STEVEN STITES, MD
					     Nearly every day since the pandemic began, The University 	
					     of Kansas Health System has provided daily updates on 
					     how COVID-19 is impacting the region’s healthcare system 	
					     and community. Leading those updates with special guests 		
					     have been Chief Medical Officer Steven Stites, MD,
					     and Dana Hawkinson, MD, Medical Director of Infection 		
					     Prevention and Control.

The Vision to Action Award is the highest recognition awarded by the Center and reserved 
for those who have demonstrated through their leadership, vision and commitment the 
highest ethical standards of conduct driven by shared values and virtues. In accepting the 
award, Dr. Stites stipulates that he does so on behalf of patients, families, advocates of 
science, healthcare professionals, essential workers and public health officials
responding to COVID across the region.

As Executive Vice President for Clinical Affairs and Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Stites has 
responsibilities in clinical programs and practice development, as well as strategic planning 
and education. As Vice Chancellor for Clinical Affairs, he works to fully integrate clinical 
departments into a wider-reaching health system and to ensure a strong strategic plan for 
educating future physicians and growing the academic strength of clinical programs. He also 
directs the University of Kansas Medical Center’s Cystic Fibrosis Center, having founded 
the adult CF program in 1994. It is now one of the larger adult programs in the United 
States.

Dr. Stites received his medical degree from the University of Missouri-Columbia. He 
completed his residency and chief residency in internal medicine at the University of 
Rochester and fellowship at the University of Kansas Medical Center.
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Our sincerest appreciation to our sponsors

PRESENTING SPONSOR

TRIBUTE SPONSORS

VISIONARY SPONSORS

Dianne Shumaker and Robert Southard
Anonymous

MISSION SPONSORS
Anonymous
Bert Berkley, in memory of Joan Berkley
Dianne and John Carney

STAKEHOLDER SPONSORS

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Kansas City
Barbara and Rene Bollier
Cerner
Chamberlain University
Country Club Bank
Ellen and Irv Hockaday
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art
Polsinelli
Sandra and Steven Stites
Stormont Vail Health
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Our sincerest appreciation to our sponsors

PATRON SPONSORS

BioNexus KC
Donna Gould Cohen
Debbie Sosland-Edelman and Alan Edelman
Hallmark Cards, Inc.
Mosaic Life Care
Maggie Neustadt and Brian Rotert
Seigfreid Bingham
Marny and John Sherman
University of Kansas -
	 History and Philosophy of Medicine
University of Kansas -
	 School of Health Professions
University of Kansas Medical Center 
	 Executive Vice Chancellor’s Office

PARTNER SPONSORS

AdventHealth Shawnee Mission
Dr. Alexander and Peggy Davis
Sarah and Jon Baum
Crossroads Hospice
Betty Drees
Lyndia and George Flanagan
Tresia and John Franklin
Trudi Galblum
Joan and Steven Israelite
Jane Lombard
Julie and Sam Meers

Roshann Parris and Jeff Dobbs 
Partners in Primary Care/
	 CenterWell Senior Primary Care
Jama Rice and Carl Budke
Ruth and Tarris Rosell
Jeanne and Charles Sosland
Jenny Atterbury and Edward S. Stevens
University of Missouri-Kansas City - 	
	 School of Medicine
VNA



Our sincerest appreciation to our sponsors

INDIVIDUAL GUESTS
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BE A CHANGE FOR OUR FUTURE
Before, during and after tonight’s event,  you
can suppor t the work of the Center by texting

ETHICS21 to 44-321

Alice J. Achtenberg and David Atchtenberg
Ann Allegre, M.D.
Helen and Casus Baird
Judy and John Bellome
Irene Bettinger, M.D.
Sheryl and Rick Biermann
Mary Beth and Mike Blake
Harvey Bodker
Julie Boudreau
Art Chaudry
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Chilton
Nancy Cohen
Nancy Cohn and Ambassador Allan Katz
Kareen King Crouch and Tom Crouch
Timmie and Darrin D’Agostino
Monica and Keith Delles
Jan and Ed Dexter
Jennifer Draper
Elinor Eisemann
Leslie Mark and Mark Eisemann
Frankie Forbes
Anne and Alan Forker
Letty Friesen and Dave Sobb
Susan C. Fry
Diane Gallagher
Karen and Mike Garrison
Annie and David Glickman

Rabbi David Glickman, Beth Shalom
Ann and Tom Isenberg
Anne and Mike Jacobs
Marn Jensen
Dianne Johnson-Feelings
Richard L. Jungck
Janice Kinney
Margaret and Mark Latshaw
Cindy and Dave Leyland
Amelia McIntyre
Sandra and Dick Mellinger
Ann Mesle
Susan Seidler Nerman
Susan Nelson
Andy Newcom
Janice Pinson
Stephanie Revels
Dennis Ridenour
Martie Ross
Kelly and Tony Shapiro
Jim Silber
Sheila and Ken Sonnenschein
Teresa Spear
Nancy Tilson-Mallett and Grant W. Mallett
Liza and Guy Townsend
Tina and Rick Welch
Rebecca and Peter Wilkinson



Chair Eva Karp, DHA, MBA, RN-C, FACHE
Vice Chair Stephen Salanski, MD 
Treasurer Tresia Franklin, CEBS, CVA, CCP
Secretary Liza Townsend, JD, MSW
Immediate Past Chair Sandra Stites, MD
Center Founder Mary Beth Blake, JD
Abiodun Akinwuntan, PhD, MPH, MBA
Brian Carter, MD
Karen Cox, RN, PhD, FACHE, FAAN
Darrin D’Agostino, DO, MPH, MBA
Alan S. Edelman
Sukumar Ethirajan, MD
Diane Gallagher
Jane Lombard, MD, MBA
Sam Meers
Maggie Neustadt, JD, CPHRM, FASHRM
Mark R. Thompson, JD
Peter Wilkinson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Practical Bioethics

Center for Practical Bioethics

@pracbioethics



Alan S. Edelman, Chair

Carl Budke

Timmie D’Agostino

Tresia Franklin

Maggie Neustadt

Jama Rice

Top Row: Cindy Leyland and Trudi Galblum (staff)
Second Row: Carl Budke, Jama Rice and Timmie D’Agostino

Third Row: Alan Edelman and Tresia Franklin
Not Pictured: Maggie Neustadt
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This event would not be complete without recognizing three pivotal past leaders in the Center for Practical
Bioethics’ 37-year history.

Myra Christopher, our founding 
executive director, best known for her 

pioneering work in advance care
planning and efforts to improve care for 
the millions of Americans who struggle 

with chronic pain.

Sister Rosemary Flanigan who, after 
chairing the Center’s board and retiring 

as a philosophy professor from
Rockhurst University, served another 18 
years on the Center’s staff devoted to 

developing and educating
hospital ethics committees across the 

country.

And Bert Berkley, in loving memory of 
his beloved wife Joan, who honored her 

nearly 20 years of volunteer
leadership at the Center by

establishing an annual learning
opportunity that bears her name.

We thank the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art for welcoming us and 
the broadcast of our event celebration from their beautiful venue.

			         The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas City is recognized nationally 	
		        	       and internationally as one of America’s finest art museums. The museum, which 	
			         strives to be the place where the power of art engages the spirit of community, 	
			         opens its doors free of charge to people of all backgrounds. The museum is
			         an institution that challenges and comforts, inspires and sooths, and it is a 
			         destination for inspiration, reflection and connecting with others.

The Nelson-Atkins serves the community by providing access to its renowned collection of more than 
42,000 art objects and is best known for its Asian art, European and American paintings, photography, 
modern sculpture, and Native American and Egyptian galleries. Housing a major art research library 
and the Ford Learning Center, the Museum is a key educational resource for the region. In 2017, the 
Nelson-Atkins celebrated the 10-year anniversary of the Bloch Building, a critically acclaimed addition 
to the original 1933 Nelson-Atkins Building.

The Nelson-Atkins is located at 45th and Oak Streets, Kansas City, Missouri. Admission is free to 
everyone. For museum information, phone 816.751.1ART (1278) or visit nelson-atkins.org.
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ABOUT THE CENTER FOR
PRACTICAL BIOETHICS

Practical bioethics connects ethical principles developed over generations 
with the lived experiences of real people today.

In no time in our lifetimes have those experiences raised more challenging 
ethical issues than during this time of COVID-19.

How do we do what is right for individual patients while promoting good for the 
community as a whole? 

Who is most in need of valuable and scarce resources?

How do we ensure justice is upheld during unjust times?

When should aggressive treatments be considered futile and nonbeneficial?

At the same time, as science, technology and engineering expand what we 
can do in medicine, questions about what we should do continue to grow more 
complex and consequential.

The Center for Practical Bioethics has been “doing ethics” by raising and 
responding to ethical issues in health and healthcare since 1984.

PERSONAL Providing guidance for patients, families and clinicians 
struggling with ethically complex issues in medicine and research.

PROFESSIONAL Teaching bioethics to healthcare providers, students, 
clinicians and consumers.

POLICY Creating guidelines, developing programs and publishing resources 
and advising decision makers.
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Watch for our complete 2020 Annual Report at PracticalBioethics.org.
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EVENT MANAGER AND SHOW PRODUCER
Donna Thomason | Eventology LLC

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR AND SHOW EDITOR
Craig Burnett Productions LLC

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Anthony Edwards | AE Music Services LLC

ARRANGEMENT
“God Bless the Child” by Billie Holiday
Clint Ashlock

CATERING
Lon Lane’s Inspired Occasions
Jaime Steinman, Owner | Jeff French

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Mollie Stephens

Practical Bioethics

Center for Practical Bioethics

@pracbioethics


