
The Bioethics Bulletin
Dec 18, 2025 Make sure you receive this newsletter by adding info@practicalbioethics.org to

your Safe Sender, White List or Address Book.

 
 

Update for Our Supporters
Dear Monica:
 
As 2025 concludes, ethical dilemmas in health and healthcare do not
appear to be winding down.
 
I hope you have the chance to read the insightful interview with national
luminaries and John B. Francis Co-Chairs in Bioethics, Nanette Elster
and Kayhan Parsi. I am endlessly fascinated by how earlier life
experiences lead to trajectories in character and career development.
 
I also urge you not to miss the Clinical Ethics Corner and Ethics Dispatch
this month. Our Ethics Services team has relevant case studies and
topics that we hope are informative and useful.
 
Of course, we are taking stock of our performance and progress, which
we’ve outlined in the Top 10 CPB Highlights of 2025. It is clear that
focused effort and effective partnerships lead to elevating ethics in ways
that impact real people and practice.
 
Wishing everyone the very best holidays and happy new year!
 
With gratitude,
 
James Stowe, PhD
CPB President and CEO

 

Interview with Kayhan and Nanette
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Since joining the Center this fall,
Professors Kayhan Parsi, JD, PhD, HEC-C, and
Nanette Elster, JD, MPH, have begun shaping
programming that bridges scholarship and
practice.
 
In a joint Q&A, they talk about their backgrounds,
their approach to ethical reasoning, why they
joined the Center for Practical Bioethics, and what
excites them most about supported decision-
making, disability ethics, and the future of
bioethics education.

READ BLOG

 
 

Clinical Ethics Resources

You can use these free resources to educate your ethics committee and
increase anyone’s ability to respond to complex ethical issues.

  No Tidy Answers:
When the ECMO Bridge Leads Nowhere 

  Daniela Lamas’s opinion piece in The
New York Times about a young
woman, Francia Bolivar Henry, affected
Cassie deeply. Ms. Henry was only in
her 30s. Someone who ended up on
ECMO – the last, most intense form of
life support we have for people whose
lungs can no longer sustain
them. Cassie concludes perhaps it’s
not about destination but the journey.
That even when we cannot alter the
destination, we can profoundly shape
the experience of getting there.
 
The case study picks up the topic with
a patient whose husband requests
ECMO to save his wife’s life without
her consent. Ryan follows up with the
one question to ask about ECMO and
other medical miracles. 

 

 

READ THE DISPATCH

Clinical Ethics Corner Video Case Study
Technology Means Hard Choices
To Start or Not to Start ECMO
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  Ryan describes a case where the husband is
faced with a difficult choice and conflicted
about the right thing to do.
 
His wife became critically ill and had to be
transferred to the ICU after delivering her
baby via emergency C-section. She
continued to decline in the ICU to the point
that her only chance of survival was to be
transferred to another hospital to start
ECMO.
 
The husband said that she would not want
overly aggressive measures and certainly
would not want to be transferred away from
her newborn daughter, but also that she
would take any chance to live for her family. 

 

WATCH THE SHORT
VIDEO

READ THE CASE

 

 

CPB Top 10 Highlights of 2025
Your Generosity Makes a Difference

Watch the short video of the top 10 ways
your generosity made a difference in
2025!
 
Whether you donated, sent a caring
thought, told a friend, or read every email
story we send this holiday season, your
gift is already working to help patients,
families and clinicians deal with issues
that challenge our deepest ethical values.
 
If you haven’t donated, it’s not too late to
Donate Now!

 

WATCH THE SHORT VIDEO
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